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movement from southern England to the coalfield areas of
Lancashire, the West Riding, Staffordshire, and Glamorgan,
A great influx into the towns began from the country dis-
tricts. In 1760 no town outside London had more than
50,000 inhabitants, except Bristol and possibly Liverpool
The new population concentrated in the towns of the in-
dustrial areas, which grew with incredible quickness and
with little regard to planning or control Sanitation and
water-supply were alike inadequate. We have still a legacy
of this unregulated urban growth in the depressing slums,
with their back-to-back houses, of the great industrial
towns of the North. It is important to note that this rapid
and uncontrolled expansion implied a shortage of schools
in the new manufacturing areas. For this reason the Factory
Acts, the first of which was passed in 1802, almost always
contain some reference to the provision of rudimentary edu-
cation for children employed in mills. These children were
indeed often employed under appalling conditions, with long
hours and very low wages, and with little regard to their
intellectual or moral well-being. Yet the parents usually
acquiesced because they were dependent on what their chil-
dren could earn. The demand for child labour in the mills was
stimulated by the fact that one adult could tend a machine
with the help of several children. To secure a sufficient
number of recruits factory owners imported parish-appren-
tices from workhouses. Some of the employers were humane
and enlightened, but too often the children were most
cruelly treated, for there was no inspection or safeguard,1
It may be asked: Why were such things allowed? There
were, as we shall see, serious attempts to deal with these
evils, and not everyone was lethargic or cynical But some
sort of theoretical justification, for acquiescence was afforded

1 This point is well illustrated by Prof. Frank Smith in his History of En&thh
Wemtntary Education* pp. 13-15. See also M. W. Thomas, Young Ptop/s In
1750-1945-